
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                     APRIL 8, 2018 
  
SECOND  SUNDAY  AFTER  EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship – John 20:1-18 
 Hymn – 108 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, in my mind there is always something wrong 
with what I am and who I am.  This is not something I believe 
as much as it is something I know, deeply.  This knowing 
continuously informs how I feel and influences what I do.  This 
knowing is something I argue against and struggle to remove 
from my awareness any time it surfaces into consciousness.  
You are the one who brings life from death, and I ask you to 
bring back to life in me the happiness that dies when I am 
aware of this knowing that impacts me.  But you don’t.  You 
bring back the awareness of the knowing anytime it is killed off 
by my desire to be happy.  You and I want different things for 
my life:  I want my life to be enjoyable, and you want my life to 
be full.  In order for you to have what you want, you need to 
relieve me of the guilt I feel when life is not enjoyable, help me 
manage the intensity I feel when life is full, and support me in 
finding fulfillment in the satisfaction that the intensity brings. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 20:19-31 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 111 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 121 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for April 15, 2018  
Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24: 36b-48. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 We are receiving the One Great Hour of Sharing offering.  
There are envelops available.  Cheques should be made out to this 
church and noted for OGHS. 
 Next Sunday we will share lunch. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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Second Sunday of Easter (John 20:19-31) 
 
 I sit at my desk, intending to write something about the 
Second Sunday of Easter, and notice how frightened I am to 
write anything.  My mind focuses on the fear I am feeling and 
releases the task of writing about the meaning of this Sunday.  
Why am I afraid?  Of what am I afraid?  I am afraid to write 
about what I actually think and feel, afraid that it will be too 
unexpected, too harsh, and will bring disapproval and result in 
my being shunned or ignored.  With a little reflection I am 
reminded of scenes from my childhood where I spoke or did 
something that was unexpected, or unwelcome, or in some 
way assaulted the sensibilities of the adults in my world.  I 
recall that occasionally I was reprimanded for what I did or 
said, but mostly I was rejected by being sent away or being 
disregarded by the others present.  I realize that the effort to 
write something about the meaning of this Sunday was 
highjacked by an old wound and the fear of its being re-
inflicted, a wound that I have yet to assimilate and therefore is 
not healed. 
 As I think about this I realize that what has happened to me 
in this attempt to write about the meaning of the Second 
Sunday of Easter, is an enactment of the meaning of the 
Second Sunday of Easter.  I have experienced Resurrection, 
and it has come in the form of my being revisited by an old 
wound that has not been healed.  This resurrection is done by 
God, in an effort to connect me with something about myself 
from the past that needs to be embraced, worked through and 
owned in the present.  God’s desire is that I become more 
familiar with what has happened to me and still happens to 
me, and also that I have greater freedom to interact with my 
wound.  As a consequence, there is given the possibility of 
being released from being controlled by my wound.  Easter. 

(Jim Robie, 4-5-18) 
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Second Sunday of Easter – John 20:(1-18) 19-31 
 
 The concept of the Messiah is Jewish and is found in the 
literature of Judaism. Part of the tradition around the Messiah in 
Judaism is that the Messiah will rise from the dead. Several years 
ago, I remember reading an article about a tablet that had been 
discovered which made reference to this idea that the Messiah 
would resurrect. A reference to this idea is made in John 20:9, 
where it says of the disciples: “...for as yet they did not understand 
the scripture, that he must rise from the dead.” The scripture 
referenced in that text would have been the Jewish scriptures. The 
church had a practice of depicting the life of Jesus in ways that 
indicated his life fulfilled different elements of Jewish prophecy 
about the Messiah. This is particularly evident in Matthew’s gospel 
where the writer makes statements that “such and such” had been 
true of Jesus’ life so as to fulfill what had been written about the 
Messiah. We want to remember that though the gospels are 
written as history, they actually are statements of faith attempting 
to bolster a claim that Jesus was the Messiah. While this way of 
constructing a narrative is unacceptable to us with our sense of 
historicity, it would not have been unacceptable to those who 
wrote the gospels, since they were not particularly interested in 
history. They were interested in making a case that the Jewish 
Messiah had come in the person of Jesus, and to that end they 
created narratives that made the case, including, maybe especially, 
the narratives about the resurrection. It may take some effort to 
assimilate this point, but I find it relieving: the resurrection 
narratives, like the birth and infancy narratives, were created to 
make a point and not to give us facts, which means that I do not 
need to believe things that are outside my experience and are not 
credible given what I understand about history and science. 
 Not only did the early church incorporate the Jewish idea of the 
Messiah’s resurrection, it modified the concept of the Messiah, 
incorporating into it the idea of suffering. An often-repeated 
phrase in the gospels is that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise 
from the dead on the third day. The phrase is repeated over and 
over, I believe because the idea was not commonly accepted and 

needed to be reinforced. The gospel reading for today emphasizes 
this when Jesus appears to the disciples and immediately shows 
them his wounds, something which is directly followed by the 
interactions with Thomas over Jesus’ wounds. I have always been 
intrigued that so much would have been made out of wounds as a 
way of indicating resurrection. It does not seem that wounds would 
be what would be pointed out as important when it comes to 
resurrection. Unless that was exactly the connection that was 
intentionally being made—that wounds are perhaps the most 
important things that need to resurrect. If we remember that God’s 
intention is that we experience the fullness of our life, our wounds 
would be key components in all of our lives and would certainly be 
included in the fullness of our life. 
 One of the debts we owe psychotherapy is the emphasizing of 
the significance of wounds in making us who we are as individuals. 
Each of our lives can not only be understood, but in a deep sense 
can be compassionately explained by taking into account the 
wounds we have experienced as we have lived. Wounds effect and 
shape our ability to interact and engage our life. The recovery of our 
wounds, and unpacking them, and coming to understand the way 
they influence us, is the key to recovering the ability to interact and 
engage our life when those abilities have been lost. Perhaps one 
way for us to identify resurrection in our lives today is to link it to 
the recovery of our wounds and the work of unpacking them. God 
is constantly resurrecting our wounds in an effort to have us 
approach them, internalize them, and have us understand how they 
impact us. We all have experiences where we falter, or stumble, or 
struggle. What if we were to look on these as examples of where 
wounds impact us, where being wounded makes it difficult to 
respond or engage what we are facing.  Faltering, stumbling, 
suffering could be seen as wounds being resurrected, offering us an 
opportunity to look more closely at what is happening inside us that 
makes our response what it is. The difficulty we have in approaching 
these experiences in this way is that we have all learned that having 
wounds and being wounded is to miss the mark, a flaw or a mistake, 
and worse, something that is generally our fault. In order to 
approach these situations with compassion and curiosity we need 



someone to reassure us that neither the faltering nor the 
struggling, nor the wounds that create them, are flaws or faults, 
and that rather than being examples of missing the mark they are 
directly on the mark of introducing us to the fullness of our life. 
 When Jesus appears to the disciples he twice says to them: 
“Peace be with you.” The Greek word translated as into English as 
“peace” means “peace;” by implication it means “prosperity.” It 
comes from the root: “to join.” I think the idea in this word is that 
internal peace and prosperity come through the action of “joining 
with…” Jesus then shows the disciples his wounds, implying that 
wounds are things with which to be joined, to be embraced. This 
sets up the direction for the rest of this text. 
 Jesus then says: “As the Father sent me so I send you.” The word 
translated into English as “sent” means “to set apart, to send out 
[on a mission].” The root of “sent” is a compound: “off [reversal]” 
+ “to set fast or stall, i.e. (figuratively) to repress, to abstain from 
associating with.” If we expand this verse it says something like: 
“the Father sent me ‘to set fast or stall the human tendency to 
associate with the action of getting rid of wounds’,” or said briefly 
“to reverse repressing them.” When Jesus says “…so I send you,” 
the Greek word translated into English as “send” is a word meaning 
“to dispatch (from the subjective view or point of departure.” I 
think Jesus is saying to his disciples: “As God sent me to reverse 
repressing wounds, so I am sending you to reverse people’s 
subjective frame of mind of valuing repression and repressing, and 
to encourage them to join with their wounds.” 

 Jesus then breathes on the disciples and says: “Receive the 
Holy Spirit.” The Greek here can be elaborated as follows: as the 
disciples abide in and rest in this understanding of reversing the 
repression of their own wounds, there will germinate and grow in 
them a specific mental disposition or frame of mind which they will 
be able to abide in (what is referred to as Holy Spirit). They will then 
be able to use this frame of mind in the following way—when a 
person believes that their wounds are wrong, that they miss the 
mark, and they wish to repress them, a disciple will be able to 
recognize this and will have a choice regarding how to interact: if 
the disciple supports this subjective point of view of repressing, it 

will be retained in the one who holds to it; if the disciple does not 
support this subjective point of view of repressing, it will be 
released in the one who holds it. I believe what is being said here is 
that how we interact with others presents them with an 
opportunity to experience their wounds that need to be recovered 
and healed; they will eventually have a choice as to whether they 
wish to join with their wounds or not. 

 What God fosters in us is the development of an internal 
environment that is receptive to wounds and treats them 
compassionately as sources of information, which allows us to 
understand ourselves and others sympathetically and treat 
ourselves and others mercifully. Participating in this internal 
environment and fostering it is others is our calling. 

 [Jim Robie, 4-5-18, 2nd of Easter, Cycle B, John 20: (1-18), 19-31.] 
 


